James "Jim" Bridge Heath
October 2, 1941 - April 18, 2019

James Bridge Heath
1941 – 2019
James Bridge Heath, 77, passed away on April 18, 2019, from injuries sustained in an
accident.
Jim was born October 2, 1941, in Salt Lake City, Utah, to Paul and Lucille Heath and was
the first of five children. He graduated from Granite High in 1959. Jim enrolled at BYU
majoring in Spanish which helped start his lifelong love of the Spanish language and the
Latin culture. While enrolled at BYU, Jim also joined the Air Force ROTC.
In 1961, Jim, took a break from college to serve a mission for the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-Day Saints. He was assigned to Uruguay and served from 1961 to 1964. Later in
life, he was able to visit Uruguay again with his wife at the completion of his second son’s
mission to Argentina.
After his mission, Jim returned to BYU and changed his major to Latin American studies,
graduating in 1966. Jim also completed ROTC and was one of a small number to be
recognized as a Distinguished Military Graduate. He had an opportunity for a billet in
Panama right after graduation and he said it took him “about a half a minute” to say yes.
He was excited to be back in Latin America.
Jim was on active duty in the Air Force from 1966 to 1975. During that time he served in
Panama, Michigan, Nebraska, and South Dakota. He was honorably discharged from
active duty in 1975.
When Jim was transferred from Michigan to Nebraska in 1969, he took a brief leave to
return home to Salt Lake City. Jim’s parents had been trying to arrange for him to meet a
young woman in their neighborhood for some time, and it was during that leave that Jim
finally met Alice Lauritzen. He said when he first saw her he heard a voice tell him, “That’s

your wife.”
Once Jim’s leave was over, Jim and Alice started a long-distance relationship, with only
one date a month, until they were married in the Salt Lake Temple on August 24, 1970.
They went on to have 8 children.
After leaving active duty from the Air Force in 1975 as a captain, Jim and Alice returned to
Utah and Jim went back to BYU for a new degree in accounting. During his studies he
took a computer programming class that changed his career focus. He graduated in 1980
with a major in accounting and a minor in computer science and spent the rest of his life
as a computer programmer.
Jim was very involved in grassroots politics and encouraged his kids to be involved too.
He enjoyed conducting caucus meetings as a precinct chair as well as attending meetings
as a state and county delegate.
Jim loved serving as a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints and
had many positions over the course of his life. His favorite positions were always those
that involved serving with young children in the primary and nursery.
Jim loved the idea of starting his own company. He tried several small businesses over the
years. None turned out the way that he hoped, but Jim always left feeling that he had
learned valuable lessons and was excited to try again when the time was right.
Jim was always outgoing and social. He loved talking to people and would talk to anyone,
anywhere, in Spanish or English. Jim was always optimistic about the future. He always
had a dream and a plan; if one didn’t work out, he would move on to the next. Above all,
Jim loved his Savior and his wife and was always proud of his children and grandchildren.
Jim is survived by his wife, Alice, his eight children: Cathy, Steve (Cynthia), Becky, Mike
(Marianne), Howard, Grant, Will (Anna), and Christine, 13 grandchildren, and four sisters:
Marian (Larry), Susan, Sally, and Nancy.
Funeral services will be held 12:00 Noon, Friday, April 26, 2019 at the chapel at 1405
North Main St, Orem, UT with a viewing preceding at the same location from 10:45 a.m. –
11:45 a.m. For those unable to attend Friday, there will also be a viewing held Thursday,
April 25, 2019 from 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. at the stake center at 60 East 1600 North, Orem, UT.
Interment will take place in Wasatch Lawn Memorial Park (entrance at 1770 East 3300

South, Salt Lake City, UT) at 2 p.m.
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Comments

“

Marianne and Mike....We are so sorry for the loss of your Father-In-Law and Dad.
May you feel the warmth of the prayers being said in behalf of the family. May you
find comfort in the memories you have. Remember he is still with you in your heart
and memories and that one day soon you will be reunited. Love you, Uncle Gary,
Aunt Dana and Family

DANA - April 26, 2019 at 10:19 AM

“

Jim was amount the most pleasant, cheerful, optimistic and thoughtful men that God
has ever sent to earth. It was always a warm experience to encounter him. Tom
Thompson

Tom Thompson - April 26, 2019 at 09:55 AM

“

I remember twenty years of friendly, warm, gentle greetings and handshakes at
church, never done “to be seen of men”, but always in Christian sincerity. I will miss
them.

Rob Ness - April 25, 2019 at 11:45 AM

“

I will miss seeing Brother Heath in the Windsor stake. My wife and I got to know him
while taking the personal finance self reliance class. He always had such insightful,
well thought out comments to make in our small group. I could tell that he has
learned a lot from life, from experience. I'm happy to know that he now has found
peace from financial worries, and peace from all Earthly cares. I pray for his wife,
whom I never met, but know that he loved deeply.

Thomas Packer - April 24, 2019 at 08:41 PM

