Jane Eldora Ashby
January 14, 1951 - October 12, 2013

Jane Eldora Ashby,62, was found on October 12, 2013 after being missing since July 31,
2013. She passed away around August 2, after losing control of her vehicle while coming
down middle canyon near Tooele, UT. Jane was born to Minor Henry Patterson and Eldora
Jane Smith on January 14th, 1951 in Ithaca, New York where she lived until she was 8.
She then moved with her family to Southern California where she grew up and continued
on to college at Chapman University. As a youth, her passion was singing, and she was a
straight A student. She eventually went on to receive a degree in accounting and finance
from the University of Utah.
Jane met her husband, and eternal companion, Grant Ashby on the ski slopes when she
helped him up from a fall after he had been showing off. That's how she was, always
thinking about others and always willing to help anyone who needed it. Jane and Grant
were married on October 16, 1976, and later sealed together for time and all eternity in the
Salt Lake Temple on April 20, 1982.
Jane loved the gospel of Jesus Christ, and she had a truly converted heart. She was
baptized a member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, on April 18th,
1981 and never looked back. Jane was a multi-tasker, and expertly juggled being a
wonderful wife, an excellent mother and a professional career woman. She also
developed a deep passion for genealogy, and spent much of her life doing family history
work for her family and for others. She loved to serve those around her, and never passed
up an opportunity to do so. Jane was also a devoted grandmother, and loved to dote on
her grandchildren.
Jane is survived by her daughter, Michelle Graves, her step daughter, Cindy Wilde and
her two step sons, Doug and Mark Ashby. She is also survived by her sisters, Joanne
Patterson and Joyce Krohn, and her brother, Jim Patterson, as well as many
grandchildren and great grandchildren. She is preceded in death by her loving husband,
Grant Ashby, and by her parents, Minor and Eldora Patterson. Jane was a beautiful,
smart, caring and kind person. She touched many lives and was incredibly loved by all
those who knew her. She will be greatly missed and always remembered.
Funeral Services will be held at 192 W. 200 S. Tooele, UT 84074 on Friday, October 25.
There will be a visitation gathering at 10:00 to 10:45 AM, followed by the services at 11:00

AM.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to The Boy Scouts of America (who so bravely
found Jane) at either of the following links:
General Donations: http://aplacetogive.scouting.org/magento/index.php/give-local-great-s
alt-lake.html Send a scout to camp: http://aplacetogive.scouting.org/magento/index.php/se
nd-a-kid-to-camp-great-salt-lake.html

Comments

“

Jane meant a lot to me, she helped me with so many things including some of my
own family genealogy. More than anything she was a great source of comfort, peace,
enthusiasm and love in one of the most difficult times in my life. I will always be
grateful to her and my best wishes are with her family.

Steve R - November 13, 2020 at 01:18 AM

“

Michelle and Family,
In behalf of my ex-wife, Melanie Smith Matthews, Jane's cousin, we express our
deepest sympathies in your loss. We haven't seen Jane and Grant for many years,
but back in the early 1980s we spent time together and shared an interest in
researching the Smith family of Tompkins County where we are from. We'll miss Jane
and her zest and expertise in family history.

Ray Matthews - October 23, 2013 at 11:44 PM

“

So sorry for the loss of Jane and your dad last December. I remember growing up in
the neighborhood they lived in. What a great example they were to all. Thankful they
are at peace.
May God Bless you always!

Amy - October 23, 2013 at 03:11 PM

“

Dear Michelle and Family. We are so sorry to hear of your loss. We were lucky to be
your next door neighbors for so many years and loved Jane and Grant so very much.
Our hearts go out to you and pray Heavenly Father will give you peace in knowing
Jane and Grant are together again for Eternity. We love you.

Jerry and Kathy Dugdale - October 23, 2013 at 11:18 AM

