Kathryn Coburn Austin
May 19, 1952 - January 22, 2021

Kathryn Coburn Austin passed away peacefully at home on January 22, 2021, surrounded
by her loving husband and three of her daughters. Kathy was very independent even up to
the end and bravely fought advanced metastatic ovarian cancer for nearly two years
before finally succumbing to the disease. She is survived by her husband of 43 years,
Russell; children: Darcie, Nikki (Claes), Michael (Deena), Daniel (Brienne), Michelle
(David), Kevin (Brooke), and Tiffany; twelve grand children; and her siblings: Sheryl
(Charles), Susan (Michael), Terri, Daniel (Michelle), Jami (Pete), and Darrell. She was
preceded in death by her parents and her younger brother, Stephen.
Kathy was born May 19, 1952, to Don and Dorene Coburn in Logan, Utah. Her family
moved several times before settling in San Diego, California. She graduated from
Clairemont High School in San Diego and then earned her Registered Nursing degree
from Brigham Young University. She was also a certified EMT and medical coding analyst.
She married the love of her life, Russell Lavell Austin, in the Los Angeles California
Temple, on October 21, 1977. They raised their family in San Diego, California; Garland,
Utah; Fort Worth, Texas; and finally settled in Fruit Heights, Utah in 1993, where they lived
until her death. During her life, she worked as a nurse in nursing homes and hospitals,
“paper nurse” at Hill Air Force Base, and spent the final decade of her career as a medical
coding analyst for Verisk Health.
However, Kathy’s greatest joy was found through her family. She took decades off from
her career to raise her seven children and found great joy and fulfillment during that time.
Due to her strong medical background, she was the resident medical advisor, and had a
knack for always knowing when something was serious and what kind of medical help was
needed. Even up to the end, her children would call her with medical questions, and she
helped her children through many medical emergencies or helped calm them when the
situation wasn’t as serious as they feared.
Later in life, Kathy loved spending time with and talking to her adult children. Even after
her children moved away around the world, she was a great support in their lives and

visited to help after the birth of each of her grandchildren. She will be remembered by her
grandchildren for the time they spent together sitting in her lap and being rocked, being
sung to, getting back rubs, playing board games together, and going on annual birthday
shopping trips.
Kathy was a devout member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and found
joy serving in the church and in the temple. She served in many capacities in Primary,
Young Women’s, and Relief Society, but her favorite calling was as a Relief Society
teacher. Kathy was a dynamic teacher and her lessons were beloved by the women in her
ward. She was known for her ability to bring the Spirit through her teaching and for her
strong knowledge of the gospel and love for the Savior, which guided how she chose to
live her life.
Kathy had a genuine interest in people and loved getting to know their story. Even during
the last months of her life, she developed deep and loving relationships with her hospice
workers, spending most of their visits getting to know more about them. She could also be
found during those last months writing cards to various friends and ward members. She
will always be known for her exquisite handwriting, her attention to detail, her exceptional
organizational (and reorganizational) skills, and this love of people.
Throughout her life, Kathy had a strong faith and trust in her Savior, Jesus Christ, and her
Heavenly Father. This faith, along with the support of her family, sustained her through the
challenges and celebrations that she encountered during her life. She will be deeply
missed by all who knew her.
Condolences can be sent to the family at www.premierfuneral.com. In lieu of flowers,
please consider donating to ovarian cancer research at https://give.ocrahope.org/Kathryn
CoburnAustin
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KS

I am saddened to hear of Kathy’s passing and my heart breaks for Russ and your
entire family, who Kathy was so proud of.
I started working for HCI/Verscend about the same time Kathy did and we
became each other’s ‘other’ Kathy. She was such a positive influence, so kind
and always calm even during the most stressful days. When we had a chance to
visit her favorite subject was family, so proud of hers and always interested in
mine.
The world has lost a very special lady and heaven has gained a beautiful angel.
My sincere sympathies to her family.
Love, Kathy Shigley
Kathy Shigley - February 02, 2021 at 02:25 PM
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Russell Austin - February 01, 2021 at 07:58 PM

RA

4 files added to the tribute wall

Russell Austin - February 01, 2021 at 07:47 PM
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2 files added to the tribute wall

Russell Austin - February 01, 2021 at 07:38 PM

KB

I enjoyed working with Kathy at Verisk Health/Verscend. She was a very
knowledgeable analyst. Condolences to Kathy’s family.
Karen Bringhurst - January 28, 2021 at 02:37 PM

MR

Kathy was such a wonderful friend. She was always gracious and kind. I truly
enjoyed all the time she chose to spend with me. She loved her family so much
and was so proud of who her kids became. You are all loved so much.
Marcie Rawson - January 28, 2021 at 06:58 AM

JH

I had the opportunity to work with Kathy prior to her retirement! She was full of
knowledge and an amazing woman!! I am thinking of your family at this time! She
will be missed.
Jami Hanes - January 27, 2021 at 07:50 PM
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1 file added to the album Memories Album

Carol Keisel - January 27, 2021 at 08:48 AM

DA

Kathy was always a good friend. She always made lyou feel ike you were the
most important person in her life when you visited with her. She always
remembered important details of your life. She made getting through nursing
school more bearable. I loved being friends for 48 years. I will miss our talks.
Donnagay Applonie - January 26, 2021 at 02:46 PM
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Russell Austin - January 26, 2021 at 01:03 PM
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I'm sorry for your loss. I'm Lorna Jones Rogers. My family was in the San Diego 10th
Ward the the Coburn & Austin families. Russell & I are the same age. We send the
family our very best at this time.
Lorna Jones Rogers - January 27, 2021 at 11:56 AM

LR

My parents were Louis & Leone Jones. My sister is Lola. My brothers are Lynn, Logan
& Leon Jones.
Lorna Jones Rogers - January 27, 2021 at 11:58 AM
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Premier Funeral Services - January 25, 2021 at 05:48 PM

BG

I enjoyed visiting Kathi as we sat around and laughed about the world and enjoy one
another’s company. She loves to laugh. She fought valiantly to the end. And with such
grace and charm and kindness. She was a sweet sweet lady who will be missed. Betty
Guymon
Betty Guymon - January 28, 2021 at 09:53 AM

