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Tim introduced himself as a martian from Le Mars, Iowa who came from a small family of
eleven siblings. He loved his career as an educator. Early in his career, he was a teacher
at Eisenhower Jr. High in Taylorsville, Utah. He was then on his way to California but a
substitute teacher named Karen Hixon distracted him from that path. They were married
on December 20, 1975 in Salt Lake City. Two and a half years later they had their only
child, Nicole. Tim absolutely adored her and showed her off when they visited friends and
family in his birthplace of Iowa. Shortly after, he became a counselor with the Granite
School District. He earned a Masters Degree plus 60 and many awards and praise. He
had a passion for helping students on their own career paths for a bright future. After he
retired from Granite School District while working at Hunter High School, he continued
helping students at Salt Lake Community College.
He loved to drive, wander and spoil his family. His favorite hobby was watching movies,
especially westerns. He accompanied his family to the Sundance Film Festival for 29
years where he was well known for being his daughter’s wingman.
For many years he battled diabetes and finally Parkinson’s disease which shortened his
life. He died peacefully on December 9, 2020 at the age of 75 with his daughter by his
side. The family wishes to thank Harmony Home Health & Hospice and Legacy House of
Taylorsville for their care. We love you, Tim.
Tim is survived by his wife: Karen Collins; daughter: Nicole Simons (Shaun);
grandchildren: Kira and Kylee; five sisters: Mary Gay McClatchey, Sue Berreth (Clifford),
Kathy Feller (Robert), Jill Collins, and Priscilla Strathman (Curt); three brothers: Cary
Collins (Carolyn), Ted Collins (Malinda), and Jack Collins; and many nieces and nephews.
Tim was preceded in death by his parents Wayne and Faye Collins; sisters; Nancy Rolfes
and Kay Pfannkuch.
A viewing will be held on December 16th from 10am-11am at Premier Funeral Services on
67 East 8000 South, Midvale, Utah. A graveside service will follow at 11:30am at the Salt
Lake City Cemetary on 200 ‘N’ Street, Salt Lake City, Utah.
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Tim was a good friend while we worked as career counselors in Granite School
District. He was already in his position at Hunter High School when I began my
career counselor job at Olympus High. He was a mentor for me and helped me
learn to do what was needed for the role. Good man!
Ron Bailey - December 16, 2020 at 12:51 PM
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Thank you for coming to the service.
Nicole Simons - December 16, 2020 at 08:25 PM
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I miss you Dad. Thanks for being my wingman. Love you!
Nicole Simons - December 15, 2020 at 10:35 AM
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Upon retiring from Hunter High School, I hired Tim as a high school advisor in a
federally funded grant program at SLCC. I loved his work ethic as I watched him
work with junior high and high school students to prepare them for future college
success. His students loved him and knew he was their advocate! Dedication was
Tim's middle name! He was a kind, funny, easy-going guy who absolutely loved
advising his students! We missed him when he retired a second time!
Jill Kemerer - December 15, 2020 at 01:40 AM
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Tim was a great man and I loved watching movies with him and his beloved
daughter
Rebecca Stover - December 14, 2020 at 10:44 PM

